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major in the Turkish army. In the battle of Suvla Bay on
Gallipoli he had been in command of the Turkish artillery
under Kemal Ataturk, and at the time of my stay in Smyrna
in 1916, he was in charge of the artillery of the Turkish
army corps which was stationed there. He also was on his
way back from leave in Europe, and had visited the German
G.H.Q,. in Spa.
Over a glass of wine. Major L. told me how he, like other
German officers, had travelled through Belgium on behalf
of the German general staff; giving himself out as a horse-
dealer, he had prepared military maps of the country,
intended for the use of the Kaiser's army in the event of a
war. Then Major L. went on to tell me other things.
Til tell you something, Hen KameradJ he said. 'We've a
few surprises up our sleeves for the English and the French.
To begin with, the latest idea in Spa is to use aeroplanes
for the attacks on London in place of the Zeppelins, which
have proved too vulnerable. We've got a whole lot of them
ready to start.
'Secondly, we've invented a cannon with a range from
Dover to Calais.'
'Just a moment, Herr MajorJ I interrupted. 'You and I
are both gunners. You know as well as I do that the maxi-
mum range of guns used on land is 17 kilometres (about
loj miles).'
'I know, I know. But, believe it or not, I'm telling the
truth. I said the same as you when they first told me. But
it's a fact, nevertheless. The Allies are going to get the shock
of their lives.
'And that's not all. We have bombs which could be
dropped from a Zeppelin or an aeroplane and would wipe
out London within a few hours.'
'Wipe out? That's a sweeping statement, surely? After
all, you know, there's a limit to what those incendiary and
explosive bombs . . .'
'Who's talking about incendiary and explosive bombs?